2012 SUMMER REPORT
Basic Condition of Spring Lake
The Spring Lake water quality in the summer of 2012 was good, maybe one of our best years on
record. We started with complete records in 1998. This summer might go down as the hottest and
driest summer on record in our area. Very hot air temperatures and lots of sun produce unusually
warm water temperatures which often cause extreme lake weed growth and high algae counts.
Spring Lake Weed and Algae Treatment Program
Progressive AE of Grand Rapids sends out biologists to check the condition of the main body of the
lake and the bayous. These biologists determine where the lake weeds and algae are located using
GPS, and then submit that information to Professional Lake Management (PLM) so the lake can be
treated with the proper chemicals in the needed locations. Treatment area maps are made indicating
what chemical to use and where to treat before every treatment. After the treatment has been made,
the Progressive AE biologists go back on the lake to determine if the treatment was effective. If there
are treatment areas of concern, PLM goes back to correct the areas of concern.
Basically speaking, because of holiday company and holiday lake use the lake is treated three times a
summer – before Memorial Day, before the 4th of July and before the Coast Guard Festival.
Spring Lake has a surface area of 1,298 acres and 23 miles of shoreline.
Basic 2012 Treatment Information
Date
May 16
June 26
July 24
TOTALS

Treatment Cost
$41,173
10,010
4,231
$55,414

Dates lake checked:

Total Acres Treated
123
123
39
285

Before Treatment
May 11th
June 15th
July 20th

Type of Treatment
All weed treatment
Algae = 104 acres; Weeds = 19.5 acres
Algae = 29 acres; Weeds = 9.75 acres
Algae = 133 acres; Weeds = 152.25 acres

After Treatment
June 15th
July 20th
July 30th

Current Spring Lake Lake Board Program ($200 per year per property on lake)
Started: August 2004 Ten Year Program Ends August 2014
Program Explanation:
Alum Treatment (done Nov. 2005) to seal the phosphorus in the bottom of the lake. The high
phosphorus content in the water causes the ‘green paint’ conditions. Since the Alum Treatment has
been completed, no ‘green paint’ conditions have occurred because of reduced phosphorus levels.
The total cost of the Spring Lake Alum Treatment was over $1,000,000.
Every year the SLLB does the following:
- Treats for the nuisance weeds and algae
- Provides an annual newsletter and educational information
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